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Brat Stand – June 2009 

 

 
 

Chili Supper – November 7, 2009 

 

 
November 9, 2009 Painting South Wall  

 

 
Profits from these fundraising events go towards 
refurbishing projects for the old town hall of the 
Franklin Township.  Since the detachment from the 
Village of Plain building, the south side of the hall 
was in need of repair.  The basement wall had a 
stone facing added, windows were replaced, the 
aluminum siding tore off, & the original siding 
painted as shown in the photo at left. It is our 
intention to gradually do the same with the 3 other 
exterior walls.  This cannot be accomplished 
without community support.  Thanks! 
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Cyclone 1885 
   When in the process of researching for our book “May 21st 1918 Cyclone – A Path of 
Destruction”, the first step was to read through Hildegarde Thering’s book “A History of Plain, 
Wisconsin”.  In doing so I ran across a cyclone/storm passing through the Plain area on pages 65 
& 66.  I have searched through the Baraboo & Reedsburg newspapers seeking more information 
on this storm, but to no avail.  On the following pages you will find scanned copies from a page 
of the Weekly Home News, Thursday, June 11, 1885. 

 
 
 

 

 



 

Old Franklin Township Historical Society – Newsletter – December 2009 – Page 3 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Old Franklin Township Historical Society – Newsletter – December 2009 – Page 4 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

������������	
������
����������
�����������
���
��
� ��� �
Do you have any unanswered questions dealing with local history or family genealogy? 
Let us know and we will print it in our next newsletter.  Just email the society at 
plainofths@gmail.com or contact Marian (Ruhland) Burmester at trkyhntr811@lycos.com - 
phone: 608-985-8063. 
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September 7, 2010 till September 21, 2010 
 

Five days in Germany – arrival in Munich, Waldmuenchen, 
Oberrammergau Passion Play, Bavarian Forest, & Ast, Castle 
Newswanstein along with other sightseeing. 
Three days in Switzerland – see the Alps by train with sightseeing, 
Salzburg tour the salt mines. 
Three days in Italy – Venice sightseeing – Vatican, Coliseum, Forum & 
sightseeing in Rome 
 

It is urgent that arrangements be made soon, so that tickets for 
scheduled events can be purchased.  Any person that would be 
interested in more details along with cost please contact JoAnn 
Schanke.  Phone: 608-546-2202     Email: jschanke1@charter.net 
Complete itinerary at the OFTHS website 
http://www.townoffranklinhistoricalsociety.com/ 
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Greetings community members: 
 

   The Old Franklin Town Historical Society is looking forward to getting back to the drawing 
board for 2010, with the long winter days to inspire us.  My job as President of the Society was 
made a lot easier because of all of the help and support that the volunteers and members of the 
Board of Directors provided. 
   Our gallery of former citizens in the lower level is taking shape; perhaps you have a person of 
interest you would like to share.  Thanks to the library, Dr. Fowler and Mr. Edward Kraemer 
have joined our gallery.  They seem to have settled in very nicely to their new home. 
   A senior citizen sat down at our 2009 exhibit and said, "It made me feel 25 again." Having her 
enjoy a trip down memory lane was truly our reward of the season. 
   The Historical Society hopes each of our members has visited the library for the back-in-time 
exhibit of pictures of our community.  Our friend and president Phyllis Dearborn spent many 
hours selecting pictures from our archive to again bring to light the history you have shared with 
us.  With material from our citizens, preserved by the Historical Society, the Friends of the 
Library were able to give the community this great presentation.  Enjoy. 
   My wish list for the coming season is for volunteers to help with the following: events, re-
working displays, and sorting documents and artifacts.  Please consider helping, as you will find 
the rewards unending. 
   Best wishes for a great Holiday, we are looking forward to sharing our winter inspirations with 
you during the coming year 
 
Until next time…… Mary Frances Nachreiner         email: richmaroakstreet@hotmail.com 
 

�
“If you want to understand today, you have to search yesterday.” 
~ Pearl S. Buck 



 

Old Franklin Township Historical Society – Newsletter – December 2009 – Page 6 
 

���������	���
�����������	���
�����������	���
�����������	���
�� 				
1. What date is St Stephen's Day?  
2. In Charles Dickens' novel 'A Christmas Carol', who was Scrooge's 

dead business partner?  
3. The song ‘White Christmas’ was first performed in which 1942 film?  
4. In the song ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas, '...my true love brought to 

me nine...' what?  
5. Name the original eight reindeer from the 'Twas the night Before Christmas' poem. 
6. Alternatively titled for the poem 'Twas the night Before Christmas'. 
7. Meaning of Donner and Blizten in German. 
8. Which Christmas carol includes the lyrics '...To save us all from Satan's power, 

when we were gone astray'?  
9. What color are the berries of the mistletoe plant?  
10. In the inspirational 1946 film, 'It's a Wonderful Life', what's the name of George 

Bailey's guardian angel?  
11. What are the names of the three wise men said to have brought gifts to the baby 

Jesus?  
12. Which country did St Nicholas come from?  
13. From which country does the poinsettia plant originate?  
14. Who wrote 'Auld Lange Syne'?  
15. How many points does a snowflake have? 

See answers at the bottom of this page. 
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In order to continue receiving our newsletter, you must be a member or 
have donated money to our historical society. 
 
Membership is from January 1st to December 31st.  See back page for 
membership application.  Please fill in your email address in order to 
cut down on the expense of printer ink, paper, postage stamps, etc. 
 
 
Answers to Christmas Trivia 
1.December 26th  2.Jacob Marley  3.Holiday Inn  4.Ladies dancing  5.Comet, Cupid, Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, 
Vixen, Donner, Blitzen  6.A Visit from St Nicholas  7.Thunder and Lightning  8.God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen  
9.White  10.Clarence (Oddbody)  11.Balthasar, Melchior, Caspar (or Gaspar)  12.Turkey  13.Mexico  14.Robert 
Burns  15.Six 
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Clip & send order blank 

Check mark merchandise ordered  Shipping & Handling 

�  “May 21st 1918 Cyclone – A Path of Destruction.” $30.00 $5.00 

�  1955 Centennial Parade Video - VHS $20.00 $3.00 

�  1955 Centennial Parade Video - CD $20.00 $1.50 

�  The Ghost Village of White Mound “Billytown” $16.00 $3.00 

�  Index - To Hildegarde Thering's Book (Index only) $10.00 $3.00 

�  The History Of St. Luke’s Parish $12.00 $3.00 

Total including shipping & handling  
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The OFTHS and/or author copyright © all articles contained in this newsletter; permission must 
be obtained from them prior to any further use.�
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915 Wachter Ave. 
P.O. Box 218. 
Plain, WI 53577 
 

Postage 
Stamp 
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plainofths@gmail.com 
http://www.townoffranklinhistoricalsociety.com/ 
 

PRESERVE OUR HERITAGE 
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Make checks payable to: Old Franklin Township 
Historical Society.   Membership: Jan.1 to Dec.31.�
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