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http://members.tripod.com/~kmarcrum/history.htm 
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Levi Butts 
By Tim Cooper 

 

   Early Franklin township pioneer Levi Butts first arrived in Sauk County from Virginia in about 
1846.  He settled in Prairie du Sac where he meets and marries Mary Anne Cooper in June of 
1847, with this marriage being among the earliest in the county.  Shortly after their third child 
was born in 1855 they moved to Franklin Township.  Here they purchased two 40 acre parcels 
which they received a swamp land grant for on the banks of Honey Creek and across Valley 
View Road from Lemuel Cooper who was Mary Anne’s uncle.  Levi farmed this land until he 
passed away in August of 1863.  Mary Anne Butts now widowed and the mother of five young 
children sells the property to her uncle Lemuel.  Shortly after she moves to Union County Iowa 
near the Missouri border where her parents and most of her other family lived. 
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Lemuel Cooper 

1815 - 1884 
Matilda (Wilcox) Cooper 

1823 - 1892 
Lemuel uncle of Mary Ann Butts 

 
   March 2007-Vol. 1-Issue 1-page 2 of our 
newsletter featured an article on the folk art 
of Paul Seifert.  One of the paintings shown 
was that of the Lemuel Cooper residence on 
Valley View Road.  A reprint of the painting 
is shown below. 
   Lemuel Cooper obtained a Land Patent on 
July 7, 1863, where he built a home for his 
family depicted in the below painting. 
   William Jenewin obtained the deed to the 
land on February 6, 1894 for $4,500. 
   Alois Brickl purchased the farm on March 
25, 1904 for $13,500. 
Anton Brickl purchased the farm for 
$10,000 on Jan. 12, 1916. 
   Tony Jr. and his sister Anna farmed the 
land after their parents passed away. 
   Presently owned by Greg & Tammy Alt. 

 

 
Paul A. Seifert.  Residence of Lemuel Cooper, 1879.  

Watercolor, oil, and tempera on paper, 21 ½ x 28 inches 
Collection of Howard and Jean Lipman 

Painting is the front of the farm buildings. 
  

  

Alois Brickl Farm (photo taken about 1906 or 1907) 
In 1927 Tony Brickl Sr. (son of Alois Brickl) built a new 

house.  This photo is taken from the back of the farm 
buildings. 

 

 
Alois & Justina (Bindl) Brickl 

Married Oct. 5, 1876 
 

 
Anton & Anna (Lins) Brickl 

Married May 10, 1916 
 

 
Tony Brickl, Jr. 

Served in England during WW II  
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1) Kathy Bindl donated to us the picture she drew of the First Mass at Plain that was 
displayed at the Parish 150th. 

2) Phyllis Dearborn donated 1 copy of each of the 3 booklets written in commemoration of 
St Luke’s 150th Anniversary. 
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This issue begins the second year of our newsletter for members and monetary donors. We will 
continue to keep you updated on our activities. 
 
The cyclone of 1918 project is into its second phase: photos and newspaper articles from along 
the path of the tornado have been gathered. This info has now been dispersed to a committee 
interested in putting information for each area along the affected path into script form in 
preparation for publishing a book. Keep tuned! 
 
We hope to have our research and office area open by early summer. Members will be able to 
research for free; for others, there will be a daily fee, amount as yet undetermined. 
I am sure we are all looking forward to spring after such a snowy and cold winter. 
 
Until next time…… Phyllis Dearborn         email: pdear@dishmail.net 
 

 
 

“History isn't really about the past - settling old scores.  It's about defining the 
present and who we are.” 
~ Ken Burns 
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Do you have a loved one that you wish to be 
remembered through a donation? 
Please complete the card below: 
 
Donation In Memory Of _____________________ 
  
 Donor___________________________________ 
  
Address__________________________________ 
  
_________________________________________ 
  
Send to: 
Mary Jayne Liegel, Treasurer 
S8552 Valley View Rd. 
Loganville, WI 53943 
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Ancestry Weekly Journal 
AncestryWeeklyJournal@email.ancestry.com 
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The OFTHS and/or author copyright © all articles contained in this newsletter; permission must 
be obtained from them prior to any further use. 
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915 Wachter Ave. 
P.O. Box 218. 
Plain, WI 53577�
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PRESERVE OUR HERITAGE 
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Make checks payable to: Old Franklin Township 
Historical Society.   Membership: Jan.1 to Dec.31.�
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